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ready to spend their substance and shed their blood for
the preservation of the Royal House and the Fatherland,
whose Legislature had imposed so heavy a sacrifice upon
them."                                                                                           . **

History, which records the above, says nothing about
Bismarck having ever come forward to demand the resto-                    '

ration of any one of the privileges in question, or having
expressed the wish that anything of the kind should be done.
Taking into consideration the practical impossibility of                    *fr

effecting such a restoration, this is perhaps no great merit
on his part, but it must be expressly mentioned here, be-
cause during the very last parliamentary elections the lying                    S
agitators of the Party of Progress reproached him with his
endeavours in that direction. We shall soon adduce a
striking proof that he not only thought but acted in a manner
diametrically opposite to that attributed to him.

In the Erfurt Parliament, as well as in the Prussian Lower                    Tf

House, Bismarck opposed the Union Constitution, in virtue
of which sixteen millions of Prussians were to have been
domineered over by five millions of non-Prussians, and con-
cluded his speech with the memorable dictum : " If you do
not make more concessions to the Old Prussian spirit than                     j^,

are hitherto granted by this Constitution, and if you persist
in inflicting this Constitution upon Prussia, she will prove a
Bucephalus, always ready to carry its accustomed master                    ;;CV

with mettlesome gladness, but equally ready to throw any
clumsy Sunday-equestrian and to shake off his black, red and
gold trappings to boot."

In another of his most brilliant speeches (Chamber of
Deputies, Dec, 3, 1850) whilst dilating upon the war that
was bound to break out should Prussia stick to the Union                      ;'

- and take up the Hessian question, as well as that of Schleswig-                      j

Holstein, he said: "Why do great States make war nowa-